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Pantagruel (chap. xlv). Je n'irai pas jusqu' a 
affirmer que Rabelais en a emprunte' l'idee a 
son contrefacteur: j'admirerais l'ironie! mais 
il n'y en a pas moins la un rapprochement 
curieux qui eVeille l'attention. C'est d'ailleurs 
l'unique point de ressemblance entre les deux 
publications." 

Albert Schinz. 
Bryn Mawr College. 



OTWAY'S Orphan: SMOLLETT S Count 
Fathom. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs : — Certain similarities between Otway's 
Orphan and Smollett's Count Fathom should 
be noted, if attention has not already been 
called to them. Otway's tragedy is the story 
of Monimia, the orphan daughter of a soldier 
named Chamout, a Bohemian gentleman, and 
a comrade in arms of Acasto, a Bohemian 
nobleman, who is one of the characters in the 
play. Chamout, dying a widower after losing 
his property in "the late and civil discords," 
left his daughter to the care of Acasto, by 
whom she was reared as if she had been his 
own child. 

Acasto has twin sons, Castalioand Polydore. 
Castalio loves Monimia, and desires to make 
her his wife ; and they are secretly married in 
the third act of the drama. Polydore professes 
to love Monimia, too, but his desires are not 
honorable. With the success of Polydore's 
designs, and the catastrophe that ensues we 
have nothing to do ; but it may be mentioned 
that Monimia poisons herself, and that Poly- 
dore, in deepest contrition, impales himself 
upon Castalio's sword. 

In Smollett's tale, Renaldo Melvil is a young 
Hungarian nobleman, who, wandering to Spain, 
falls in love with Serafina, the daughter of 
Don Diego de Zelos, a Spanish nobleman. His 
love is returned, but, as Renaldo is disguised 
as a poor, wandering music-teacher, Don 
Diego is enraged at the thought of his daughter 
wedding one in such a station. Smollett 
makes it appear that Diego has killed the 
lover, but it develops later that it was a burglar 
whom he slew in the darkness. He then ad- 
ministers poison to his wife and daughter, and, 
believing them dead, leaves Spain. 

Renaldo then takes Serafina and her mother 
to England, where the mother soon dies. 



About this time, Ferdinand, who has assumed 
the title "Count Fathom," and who is the 
foster-brother of Renaldo, arrives in England, 
meeting Serafina there. Serafina's identity 
must be concealed to guard against her being 
discovered by a powerful Spanish suitor, and 
hence Smollett introduces her into the story 
as "a young lady whom for the present we 
shall call Monimia, a name that implies her 
orphan situation." This phraseology may 
refer directly to Otway's Orphan, or it may 
be a mere interpretation of the name itself. 
Fathom at once lays siege to Monimia's heart, 
with the most dishonorable intentions, not only 
towards his friend and foster-brother, Renaldo, 
but also towards Monimia herself. Here we 
have almost exactly the same situation as in 
Otway. 

Renaldo returning to Hungary on a business 
visit, Monimia, or Serafina, is almost entirely 
in the power of Fathom, from whom Smollett 
rescues her by the clumsy artifice of illness, 
simulated death, and a pretended funeral. 

It may be added that Fathom afterwards 
repents of his misdeeds, and appears to have 
reformed. See conclusion of the book. More- 
over, in the person of Grieve, the apothecary, 
he reappears (not the only time that Smollett 
uses this trick) in Humphrey Clinker, being 
now a "sincere convert to virtue," and "uni- 
versally respected." See, in Clinker, letterof 
Matthew Bramble, dated Harrowgate, June 26. 

We know that The Orphan was popular in 
Smollett's day, and it seems that the novelist, 
himself also a dramatist and a student of the 
drama, deliberately used such parts of a 
favorite play as seemed desirable. 

J. W. Pearce. 
Boys' High School, A r ezo Orleans. 



MEYER'S Grundriss der neueren deutschen 
Litteraturgeschichte. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs : — Prof. Meyer having, in a private let- 
ter, taken polite exception to part of my notice 
of his Grundriss in the June number of Mod. 
Lang. Notes, a few supplementary words 
may not be out of place. 

Prof. Meyer questions the utility of the cor- 
rections regarding the change of publishers for 
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